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Click all checkboxes that apply.  Form fields will expand as needed.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   This proposal includes all consent forms and survey questions (if applicable) in the body of this document. Insert page/section breaks as necessary to place these on separate pages below the proposal section.
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   This is a faculty proposal.
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   This is a student proposal. NOTE: All student proposals must be emailed by the faculty advisor who, by submission, indicates that (1) s/he has reviewed the proposal, (2) it has his/her full approval, and (3) affirms that the student has passed a Human Subjects course.
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Title of the Research

	What new techniques and strategies related to 21st century skills, could I implement to increase student engagement in writing my 8th grade Language Arts classes?  
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EXCEPTIONS: Research involving vulnerable populations such as the mentally or cognitively impaired, prisoners, parolees, pregnant women, and fetuses, cannot be exempt from review even though it meets the criteria of one of the categories below.

EXEMPTION CATEGORIES (45 CFR 46.101(b)):  Research activities in which the only involvement of human subjects will be in one or more of the following categories:

1. Research conducted in established or commonly accepted educational settings, involving normal educational practices, such as (i) research on regular and special education instructional strategies, or (ii) research on the effectiveness of or the comparison among instructional techniques, curricular or classroom management methods.

2. Research involving the use of educational tests (cognitive, diagnostic, aptitude, achievement), survey procedures, interview procedures or observation of public behavior, unless:  (i) information obtained is recorded in such a manner that human subjects can be identified, directly or through identifiers linked to the subjects; and (ii) any disclosure of the human subjects’ responses outside the research could reasonably place the subjects at risk of criminal or civil liability or be damaging to the subjects’ financial standing, employment or reputation.  Research using survey procedures or interview procedures upon children cannot be exempt.  Research involving observation of children’s behavior cannot be exempt if the investigator is a participant in the behaviors observed.  

3. Research involving the use of educational tests (cognitive, diagnostic, aptitude, achievement), survey procedures, interview procedures, or observation of public behavior that is not exempt under paragraph (b) (2) of this section if (i) the human subjects are elected or appointed public officials or candidates for public office; or (ii) federal statue(s) require(s) without exception that the confidentiality of the personally identifiable information will be maintained throughout the research and thereafter.  Research which deals with sensitive aspects of the subject’s own behavior such as illegal conduct, drug use, sexual behavior, or use of alcohol, cannot be exempt from review.

4. Research involving the collection or study of existing (“in existence on the day the study is approved”) data, documents, records, pathological specimens or diagnostic specimens, if these sources are publicly available or if the information is recorded by the investigator in such a manner that subjects cannot be identified, directly, or through identifiers linked to the subjects.

5. Research and demonstration projects which are conducted by or subject to the approval of federal department or agency heads and which are designed to study, evaluate, or otherwise examine:  (i) public benefit or service programs; (ii) procedures for obtaining benefits or services under those programs; (iii) possible changes in or alternatives to those programs or procedures; or (iv) possible changes in methods or levels of payment for benefits or services under those programs.  

6. Taste and food quality evaluation and consumer acceptance studies, (i) if wholesome foods without additives are consumed or (ii) if a food is consumed that contains a food ingredient at or below the level and for a use found to be safe, or agricultural chemical or environmental contaminant at or below the level found to be safe, by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration or approved by the  Environmental Protection Agency or the Food and Safety and Inspection Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

CONTINUING STUDIES:
Is this a continuation of or change to an existing TUC IRB approved study?  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No    

If yes, attach a copy of last year’s approved exempt study and indicate the date of submission/approval.
JUSTIFICATION AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Type your answers in the boxes provided which will expand as needed. Describe your research study.  If you are applying for exemption, you must justify how your study qualifies for exemption by addressing the critical elements of the exemption category you choose in item 7.  To be sure you answer the issues typically examined by the reviewers, please review the “IRB Review Form” available at:  http://cehs.tu.edu/gsoe  
1. Provide an Abstract or Summary for the proposed study.

	I am currently an eighth grade teacher at Silverado Middle School.  I have noticed a decrease in student engagement and interest with regard to writing responses in class.  The quality of response lacks reflection and the current mode of response lacks opportunity for student-interaction.  It is my goal to integrate technology (online blog responses) into the responses with the desired outcome of both increased participation and quality of reflection.  I will provide students with a survey after the blog entries to rate their interest and perceived quality of response in this new form of response.   I will also use my own informal observation to analyze level of interest during the blog activity.     


2. Describe the specific aims/purpose. What is your research question? State your hypothesis and research questions or project goals and objectives. 

	The purpose of this project is to ascertain if using online blog responses will increase student engagement in my eighth grade language arts classroom. The goal is to see if utilizing different technological resources will positively influence and increase engagement in the classroom.  One question is, "What is the effect of using technology in the classroom?"  This will verify if my hypothesis were correct or not.  Another question is, "What is the effect of using technology on student performance in the 8th grade course?"  My goal is that students' analysis and reflection of topics and questions posed by the teacher will be more concise, complex and the general quality of response will increase. My third question is, "What are the effects of student perception of rigor of a unit?  My goal is that, regardless of perceived rigor, students will be more successful.          


3. Describe background information and rationale for conducting the study and the importance of the knowledge to be gained.  Provide references, if available.  

	Silverado Middle School has currently infused Project Based Learning (PBL) into its program at the sixth grade level.  And, in two years, I will also be teaching using this PBL model.  And, as we move as a district to the new Common Core Standards, students are required to have had more opportunities for communicating and collaborating with each other in different ways (including through the use of technology).  Furthermore, Napa Valley Unified School District has integrated 21st century skills into its goals for all students.  However, there haven't been many opportunities for teacher training in the power of and need for these skills and how to implement them effectively in a classroom.  And yet, many teachers acknowledge the decrease in student engagement.  It has been my personal goal to integrate more opportunities for enhancing 21st century skills and the Common Core Standards in my classroom.  The desired outcome is that student engagement is a seamless part to this process.  Initially this study will be conducted with one of my language arts classes.  If the results yield positive gains, I will integrate this use of blog entries in all my language arts classes.            


4. Describe the research methods and procedures.

a. How do you plan to do it? What kind of study is it? How will it answer your research question? Be specific. Describe your sample: Who/what will be included/excluded and why? (What are recruitment/exclusion criteria? Be sure to include women, minorities, other groups if appropriate, and how they will be recruited). Randomization and/or controls? What data/artifacts will you collect? Is this the best, safest way to collect it? Who will perform the collections/analyze the data? Will any tests be involved? Will any remuneration be provided? Address confidentiality. 

	This is an action research project. Thirty-six eighth grade students in my fourth period Accelerated Language Arts class will be invited to participate in the survey.  The class is comprised of 21 girls and 15 boys. Thirteen of the students have indicated in the school records, that they are of descent other than Caucasian.  I will conduct an online anonymous survey open to this class, which will include multiple choice answers and a fill-in response in regards to my three research questions.  I will conduct observational research of time-on-task and the number of behavior corrections prior to and with adding this blog to the classroom. Since students will be able to respond anonymously and confidentially, they will be free to respond without censoring their responses due to concern of a negative teacher reaction.  I will both collect and analyze the data.              


b. What are the potential risks and benefits to your human subjects? Be sure to be as specific as possible; include loss of time or other inconveniences to participants. Don’t overstate benefits; if they are hypothetical benefits this must be clearly stated. How will you obtain consent? Provide for translation, reading for illiterate participants; whatever else may be necessary? 

	Although the risk is loss of about 20 minutes of instruction, the benefits to honing and improving my instructional practice will outweigh the time away from curriculum.  These benefits, regardless of the outcome from the data, will inform my instruction.  Students will have computers available to them, should they choose not to use their smartphones. There will be no compensation for any of the process.   


c. What will you do with the data? Where and how will it be stored and for how long? Who will have access to it? How will it be analyzed? Will there be follow-up? 

	The data will be stored on my personal computer and I will only have access to it.  I intend to keep the data for the next 3 years.  The data results may be shared with colleagues at Silverado Middle School.  However, I am the only person who will both analyze and have access to the survey itself, aside from my professors at Touro University as I complete the Innovative Learning program.  If there are positive results in engagement, further investigations may be conducted.     


d. Appendices. Paste questionnaires, focus group questions, consent forms, parental handouts at the end of this document.
5. List the specific location of the study (building, etc.).

	The study will be performed at Silverado Middle School, 1133 Coombsville Road, Napa, CA. It will be conducted either in the classroom (C6), the library computer lab, or the school computer lab depending on the lab availability.  


6. Indicate the proposed duration of the study. 

	The study will take one week in December of 2013.   


7. Indicate the exemption category above and provide justification for exempt review here.

	     


Student investigators only:  Once your IRB proposal has been approved by your advisor, email the document to them for submission along with proof that you completed a human subjects course.  The Human Subjects course may be accessed at: http://phrp.nihtraining.com/users/login.php
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